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New Zealand Media Council
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Email: info@mediacouncil.org.nz

Website: www.mediacouncil.org.nz

OFFICERS FOR 2019

Sir John Hansen  Independent Chair, Retired High Court Judge (until June 30)
KNZM  

Hon Raynor Asher Independent Chair, Retired Court of Appeal Judge (from 1 July) 

Mary Major  Executive Director

Representing the Public
Liz Brown  Independent Consultant, Horowhenua 

Tiumalu Peter Fa’afiu Business Consultant, Auckland (to September)

Christina Tay  Lawyer, Restorative Justice Facilitator 

Jo Cribb  Independent Consultant

Ben France-Hudson Law lecturer Otago University (from April)

Marie Shroff  Independent Consultant, Wellington (Full member from October) 

Pravina Singh  Lawyer, Auckland, alternate member (from October)

Representing editors, nominated by the Newspaper Publishers Association 
Craig Cooper  Editor Hawke’s Bay Today (from April)

Tracy Watkins  Political Editor, Stuff (until August)

Jonathan MacKenzie Editor Waikato Times (from September)

Representing Magazines, nominated by the Magazine Publishers Association

Jenny Farrell  Editor, Kia Ora Air New Zealand inflight magazine, Auckland (Until April)

Rosemary Barraclough  Deputy Editor and Journalist (from June)

Representing Journalists, nominated by E Tu

Hank Schouten   Former journalist 

    Representing Digital Media and Broadcasters

Tim Watkin Editor, blogger and journalist. Also Executive Director Podcasts, RNZ.
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Left to right: Marie Shroff, Christina Tay, Tim Watkin, Liz Brown, Jo Cribb, Mary Major, Tiumalu Peter Fa’afiu, Tracy Watkins, Craig Cooper,  
Sir John Hansen (Chair) Hank Schouten.
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An Analysis - 2019
Of the 116 complaints that were considered by the Media Council in 2019 12 were upheld in full; six 
were upheld by a majority; eight were upheld in part; seven were part upheld by a majority; five were 
not upheld by a majority; and 58 were not upheld. Twenty-one complaints were ruled insufficient 
grounds to proceed. A further 18 complaints were resolved informally.

Forty-five complaints were against daily newspapers; three were against weekend newspapers; six were 
against community newspapers; 37 were against online news sites; one was against magazines and 24 
were against broadcasters. 

Most complaints going to adjudication are considered by the full Council.  However, on occasions, 
there may be a complaint against a publication for which a member works, has had some input into the 
complaint or has some link.  On these occasions the member takes no part in the consideration of the 
complaint.  Likewise, occasionally a Council member declares a personal interest in a complaint and 
leaves the meeting while that complaint is under consideration.  In 2019 there were 18 occasions where 
a member declared an interest and left the room while the complaint was considered. There were also 
eight occasions when an industry member was required to stand down to maintain the public member 
majority.

Debate on some complaints can be quite vigorous and while the majority of Council decisions are unan-
imous, occasionally one or more members might ask that a dissent be simply recorded, or written up 
as a dissenting opinion. In 2019 18 cases involved a dissent (Cases 2764, 2765, 2773, 2775, 2796, 2797, 
2798, 2799, 2800, 2804, 2805, 2808, 2809, 2810, 2811, 2814, 2825, 2855)

Media Council complaints are generally considered on the papers. However if a complainant requests 
the opportunity to make a submission in person they are generally given that opportunity. In such cases 
the editor is also invited to attend. No new material ie that has not already been presented to the editor 
for a response may be introduced at this stage. This year one complainant asked to attend the meeting.

The Media Council does not encourage legal representation, the Council is after all dealing with ethical 
issues not legal ones, but occasionally complainants do attend with or are represented by their lawyers. 
One lawyer appeared in 2019 on Case 2854.

The Media Council has a fast-track process which is mostly used around the time of General or Local 
Body Elections.  However it can be utilised at any time if the Chair determines a complaint would ben-
efit from a quick resolution. The Council received 144 complaints about a cartoon published in the 
Otago Daily Times on December 3. Had the complaint followed the usual process it would not have 
been considered until February the following year. With co-operation from the editor the Council was 
able to consider five representative complaints at the December meeting and the ruling, upholding the 
complaints, was released just before Christmas.
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Statistics - 2019
MEDIA COUNCIL
COMPLAINT STATISTICS

Year ending 31 December 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Complaints Determined 61 77 85 98 115 134

Decisions issued 49 68 73 86 104 116

Upheld 2 20 13 7 15 12

Upheld by majority 2 1 3 7 2 6

Part upheld 1 2 3 2 1 8

Part Upheld by majority 1 1 1 7

Not Upheld by majority 5 6 2 8 5 5

Not upheld 40 39 51 61 50 58

Mediated/resolved 12 9 12 12 11 18

No Grounds to Proceed 29 21

Complaints received and not determined 95 96 99 118 144 316

Withdrawn 3 2 3 4 7 2

Withdrawn at late stage 1

Not followed through 38 62 53 61 93 114

Out of time 3 5 3 4 4 6

Not accepted 15 4 17 19 11 5

Outside jurisdiction 22 14 17 23 27 20

Not Progressed, similar ruling 2

In action at end of year 14 8 6 7 4 5

Mosque massacre complaints* 25

Measles Cartoon complaints ** 139

Total complaints 156 173 184 216 248 450

48th REPORT OF THE NEW ZEALAND MEDIA COUNCIL   |  2019



|  8  |

2019  |  48th REPORT OF THE NEW ZEALAND MEDIA COUNCIL

Decisions - 2019

Complaint name Publication Adjudication Date Case No

Eddie Clark NZ Herald Upheld in Part January 2746
Mark Hanna NZ Herald Not Upheld January 2747
Adam Horne Taranaki Daily News Not Upheld January 2748
John Hurley NZ Herald Not Upheld January 2749
Andy Espersen Health Central No Grounds February 2750
Shaun Reilly NZ Herald No Grounds February 2751
Pedro Silva RNZ No Grounds February 2752
Grant Anson RNZ Not Upheld March 2753
Ross Horsburgh Stuff Not Upheld March 2754
Chris Batten Stuff Not Upheld March 2755
Christchurch Boys High School The Press / Stuff Not Upheld March 2756
Sandra Coney Mediaworks NewsHub Upheld March 2757
Duncan Eddy The Spinoff Not Upheld March 2758
Robin Harrison NZ Herald Not Upheld March 2759
Craig Innes Hutt News Not Upheld March 2760
Jenn Ireland Star Media Upheld March 2761
Phillip Roberts NZ Herald Not Upheld March 2762
Vicky Sarin Manawatu Standard Upheld March  2763
Javin Sidhu NZ Herald Not Upheld with Dissent March  2764
X The Press / Stuff Upheld with Dissent March 2765
Shirley van Essen Stuff No Grounds April 2766
David Shelley Stuff No Grounds April 2767
Mark Armstrong Stuff Not Upheld April 2768
Dave Carroll NZ Herald Not Upheld April 2769
Grant Lowe Otago Daily Times Not Upheld April 2770
Complaint Manawatu Standard Not Upheld April 2771
Denis O’Reilly Stuff Not Upheld April 2772
Hugh Prichard NZ Herald Not Upheld with Dissent April 2773
Matthew Thredgold Manawatu Standard Not Upheld April 2774
Gary Howat Stuff Upheld with Dissent April 2775
Cameron Mottus Stuff Upheld in Part June 2777
Hayley Cumming Stuff Upheld in Part June 2778
Mandy Flavel Stuff Upheld in Part June 2779
Marc Macleod Stuff Upheld in Part June 2780
Stephen McNallen Stuff Upheld in part June 2781
Josef Williams Stuff Upheld in Part June 2782
Edward Aretino NZ Herald Not Upheld June 2783
Federated Farmers Stuff Not Upheld June 2784
Ben Goodale RNZ Not Upheld June 2785
Wallace Haumaha Stuff Not Upheld June 2786
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Complaint name Publication Adjudication Date Case No

Gavin Millar NZ Herald Not Upheld June 2787
Doug Taylor Stuff Not Upheld June 2788
Clark Thomborson NZ Herald Not Upheld June 2789
Louisa Wall Stuff Upheld in Part June 2790
Jin Wan Stuff Not Upheld June 2791
Terence Collier Dominion Post No Grounds July 2792
Max Smith Stuff No Grounds July 2793
Joe Rozenwajg Stuff No Grounds July 2794
Brian Ashby Stuff Not Upheld August 2795
Alison Blair Otago Daily Times Upheld in Part c dissent August 2796
Alison Blair RNZ Upheld in Part c dissent August 2797
Alison Blair NZ Herald Upheld in Part c Dissent August 2798
Bridie-Rose O’Leary Otago Daily Times Upheld in Part c Dissent August 2799
Jonathan Moss RNZ Upheld in Part c Dissent August 2800
Bob Boardman Rotorua Daily Post Not Upheld August 2801
Gregory Cooper Mediaworks NewsHub Not Upheld August 2802
Susan Godinet NZ Herald Not Upheld August 2803
Gopal Harlow NZ Herald Upheld with dissent August 2804
Kia Mau Gisborne Herald Upheld in Part c Dissent August 2805
Chris Lee Maori Television Not Upheld August 2806
Melody Legge, Roxane Fisher & Sunday Star-Times Not Upheld August 2807
Christopher Fisher
Linwood Rugby League F C The Press/Stuff Upheld with dissent August 2808
George Lusty Waikato Times Part Upheld c Dissent August 2809
Anny Ma NZ Herald Not Upheld with Dissent August 2810
Sam Buckman NZ Herald Not Upheld with Dissent August 2811
Gavan O’Farrell Stuff Not Upheld August 2812
Porirua City Council DomPost, Kapimana Not Upheld August 2813
Julie Thoms Sunday Star-Times Upheld with Dissent August 2814
Mary Wilton Stuff Not Upheld August 2815
Robin McCarthy  The Press No Grounds September 2816
Susan Bailey NZ Listener No Grounds August 2817
Jennifer Gottschalk RNZ No Grounds August 2818
Noeline Hay Rodney Times No Grounds August 2819
David Tilson Stuff No Grounds August 2820
Patrick Clifford  The Press Not Upheld September 2821
Wendy Cook Stuff Not Upheld September 2822
Joris de Bres Herald on Sunday Not Upheld September 2823
Steve Dickie Stuff Not Upheld September 2824
Jenny Kirk Mediaworks Newshub Not upheld with Dissent September 2825

48th REPORT OF THE NEW ZEALAND MEDIA COUNCIL   |  2019



|  10  |

Complaint name Publication Adjudication Date Case No

Oranga Tamariki RNZ Upheld September 2826
Marshall Ren TVNZ Not Upheld September 2827
Lily Kay Ross, David Nickles & Otago Daily Times Not Upheld September 2828
Monique Mulholland
Mark Atkin Stuff Not Upheld October 2830
Dallas Barnett NZ Herald Not Upheld October 2831
Geoffrey Churchman RNZ Not Upheld October 2832
Eric Crampton RNZ Not Upheld October 2833
Beth Hamilton Stuff Not Upheld October 2834
Lawyers for Climate Action Mediaworks Newshub Not Upheld October 2835
Joseph Williams Mediaworks Newshub Not Upheld October 2836
Miriam Meyerhoff Stuff Not Upheld October 2837
Rob Paterson Waatea News Upheld October 2838
Gerald Rooney The Press Not Upheld October 2839
Barbara Seddon Dominion Post Not Upheld October 2840
C RNZ Not Upheld October 2841
Allan Grant Stuff No Grounds November 2842
Curtis Nixon Stuff No Grounds November 2843
Right to Life NZ Inc Newsroom No Grounds November 2844
Greg Rzesniowiecki Mediaworks Newshub No Grounds November 2845
Aaron Scoble  Stuff No Grounds November 2846
Benny Bennetts Hauraki Herald No Grounds November 2847
John Hurley The Press No Grounds November 2848
Liz Sewell TVNZ No Grounds November 2849
Ray Avery Newsroom Not Upheld December 2850
Ross Barber Manawatu Standard Not Upheld December 2851
Katrina Biggs Mediaworks Newwshub Not Upheld December 2852
Kay Brereton Stuff Not Upheld December 2853
Friends of Williamson Park Coastal News Not Upheld December 2854
Andi Liu RNZ Upheld with Dissent December 2855
Right to Life NZ Inc The Spinoff Not Upheld December 2856
Liam Venter NZ Herald Upheld December 2857
Tony Wilson RNZ Upheld December 2858
Vanessa Hawken Otago Daily Times Upheld December 2859
Sarah McLean-Orsborn Otago Daily Times Upheld December 2860
Vanisha Mishra-Vakaoti Otago Daily Times Upheld December 2861
Dianne Sharma-Winters Otago Daily Times Upheld December 2862
Jenny Tutu Otago Daily Times Upheld December 2863
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New Zealand Media Association Incorporated
For the year ended 31 December 2019
Prepared by The Tax Lady Wellington Limited
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